
17th Annual Ms. Race Sailors 
 “Dare to Make Waves” 

                    By Lori Draz 
 
The 17th Annual Ms. Race is 

set to Saturday, Aug. 21 at 2pm. 

The unique, woman only sailing 

regatta is sailing this year under the 

theme, “Dare to Make Waves” and 

these fierce female competitors do 

make waves as they raise money 

each year for 180 Turning Lives 

Around (180nj.com), a nonprofit 

that works to protect victims of 

domestic abuse. Sadly, instances of 

domestic violence rose 

significantly during the quarantine, 

while funds for essential services 

dropped so this year’s fundraising 

will be very important. The race has raised over 

$175,000 for 180 in their years as benefactors.   

The seafaring sisters will re-convene at the 

Atlantic Highlands Yacht Club and you are 

welcome to inquire about joining a crew, 

attending as a spectator or donating to 180. Visit 

them on facebook.com/MsRaceAHYC or 

ahyc.net. You can also email 

ahyc.ms.race@gmail.com.    

Joelle Freeman, a member of the Saint of 

Circumstance crew since 2018 has been a 

welcome addition to the team according to Ms. 

Race captain and Co-chair Diane Kropfl.  Joelle shared, “We come together not to just compete but to 

demonstrate how truly capable we are.”   

AHYC Ms. Race Committee Co-chair Eileen Campbell wrote, “Over the past 17 years, the Ms. Race 

has brought together females of all ages and sailing backgrounds to connect over a love of the sea and 

desire to become better sailors and racers. The Ms. Race provides a setting where women and girls new to 

sailing can enjoy the experience with seasoned captains and crew in a 

supportive environment.”  Diane added, “We are appreciative of all 

the sailors and generous donors who have contributed to the success 

of this race.  Last year’s record fundraising for 180 was a humbling 

experience and with your support we hope to exceed expectations 

again this year.” 

This year they thank Platinum sponsor the Ocean is Female. The 

OisF foundation, OisF.com, is dedicated to raising funds to assist 

charities like 180 that support victims of abuse. They also run 

programs to promote the empowerment of young women and girls.  

They also thank local plein air artist Alexis Herman who has 

provided a beautiful painting which is being used as this year's 

sponsor journal’s cover art. Herman’s work can be seen at 

alexisartwork.com and at the Frederick's Gallery in Spring Lake.  

If you have what it takes to Dare to Make Waves, be a part of the 

17th Annual Ms. Race when it sets sail on Aug. 21, at 2 pm.  
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